
 

 

 

 

The Study of French:  

New Frontiers in the Age of Globalization 
 

What is the role of the French 

language in the context of globalization? 

 



The narrative… 
• pre-1980’s:  unique status of French as preferred foreign language taught in 

American schools.   
 

• 1980-2010:  Spanish overtakes French as preferred foreign language in American 
schools.   
 

• 2010 and beyond:   increased emphasis on foreign languages as useful skills in the 
age of globalization.  Other languages (e.g., Mandarin) see increased interest.  
Immersion programs and dual-language programs increase.   Links between 
foreign language education and business and engineering increase. 
 

• Foreign Language requirement:  no longer an «Either/Or» choice for students 
(French or Spanish).  Other language offerings..  The narrative has changed which 
leads to misperceptions and misconceptions among the public. 
 

• The decline of French as an important foreign language to study?    
 

Despite what we teachers hear,  
the language of Moliere is actually in fine health around the world ! 

 



French:  a global language 

•  A language spoken on the five (5) continents  

•  A presence in education systems the world over  

•  A working language in European and international 
forums  

•  A language boosted by the dynamism of French-
speaking countries  

 

WE teachers already know and teach this!   



2014 OIF Report:   
 

Spoken by 274 million people (102 countries and territories): +7% more French 
speakers (13 million) between 2010 and 2014 
 
3rd most widely spoken language in the world after English and Spanish. 
 
Projections of growth most notably in Francophone Africa:  
by 2050 French will have become the 2nd most widely spoken language in the world 
with an estimate of a half (½) billion people. 





 

 
Demographic growth in sub-Saharan Africa where French is the language of instruction has 
enabled many countries of the continent to increase numbers of French speakers by up to 
30% since 2010.  
 
The future vitality of French as a «global language» will be played out in Francophone Africa. 
Is Francophone Africa the «new» China??? 
 
Since 2010 the numbers of those learning French as a foreign language is: 
 
• +6% on average around the world 
• +7% in North Africa and the Middle-East 
• +44% in sub-Saharan Africa 
• -8% in Europe 
• +4% in Asia and Oceania 
• +2% in America and the Caribbean 
 
 



FRENCH, A LANGUAGE FOR TOMORROW 

• The arrival of a new, multipolar world, under the 
influence of emerging countries, is shaping a 
new cultural and linguistic pluralism.   

• The OIF and the French Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs has made promoting the 
French language a priority.  

• La Francophonie:   
 14% of world population. 
 14% of global gross income. 
 20% of world trade. 

 



Trends 

• 4th most used language on the Internet 

• 3rd in business (Bloomberg) 

• 2nd in international information and the 
media 

• 2nd working language of most international 

organisations  

• 2nd most learned language in the world, an 
asset for those who can speak it well. 





Trends 

+7% more French speakers between 2010 and 2014 (13 
million) 
 
+15% more in Sub-Saharan Africa.  
 
+ 30% more in Benin, Burkina, Faso, Burundi, Cameroun, 
Congo, Gabon, and Senegal. 
 
Based on UN long term demographic forecasts, the 
population in countries where French is an official language 
will overtake that of countries where other common official 
languages are spoken: German, Portuguese, Spanish and even 
Arabic. 

 



Changing the narrative… 

• Along with the help of the National AATF and 
its francophone partners (e.g., Consul de 
France, Délégation du Québec, etc.), WE 
TEACHERS must help in changing the narrative 
of the teaching of French in the USA. 

• The RI chapter is at your disposal for any 
advocacy necessary. 

• Merci! 

 



Sources  

International Organization of the Francophonie: 
The French Language Worldwide (2014) 
http://www.aatfri.com/pdf%20files/oif_synthese_anglais_001-024.pdf 

 

French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs  
www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/enjeux-internationaux/langue-francaise-francophonie-et/ 
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